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ABSTRACT 



James B. Duke established the Duke Endowment in 1924. This 
document examines what the Carolinas have accomplished since that time- -both 
through the endowment's investments and otherwise- -and what remains to be 
achieved. The first chapter describes the Carolinas' of the 1920s. While the 
rest of the nation enjoyed economic prosperity, the rural Carolinas 
experienced poverty and ignorance. Mr. Duke's hydroelectric industry 
initiated a start towards urbanization and industrialization, but the area's 
longstanding tradition of resistance to change was reflected in the rise of 
the Ku Klux Klan and Jim Crow laws. The second chapter recounts Mr. Duke's 
strategy for improving the Carolinas. His endowment concentrated on the 
Carolinas and sought not only to enable economic development but also to 
foster improvements for Blacks and Whites in higher education, health care, 
and children's care, and to support the rural Methodist Church. The third 
chapter describes the Carolinas of today: industrialized, diversified, with 
an increasing population and an increased educational level. However, the 
area still lags behind the nation in college graduates, child poverty, and 
health care. Racial relations between Whites and Blacks are much improved, 
but the area is now coping with new populations of Latinos and Asians . The 
fourth chapter is a discussion among distinguished Carolinians about these 
trends and how foundations are uniquely positioned to promote and foster 
innovation for improving the economic, social, and physical health of 
individuals, families, and communities. Appendices contain roundtable 
participants, literary and visual arts contributors, and 55 sources of data 
and art. (TD) 
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Individualism and isolation combined to with churches outnumbering schoolhouses in 

produce a scattering of small churches across many places. 

the Carolina landscape. Congregations struggled Among the then-48 states, North Carolina 
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The Republic Cotton Mills of Great Falls, 
SC, in 1915. 
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the beginnings of modern American society, it to a culture that had long resisted change. 
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children involved in substantiated cases of Carolinas had a few isolated outbreaks of rubella, 
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Carolinians are in HMOs, nearly 15 percent fewer than whites. In North Carolina, according 
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Friday: Smart Start needs to be in every county. need to really look at poor people. He’s quite 

And yet Governor Hunt has literally had to stop right, it’s a different world out here. It’s a differ- 

doing everything else, concentrate on that one ent world right here in Durham and Chapel Hill, 

program, get it funded, or that’s lost. And I don’t think many people know that 
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